
 

 

Meeting Notes: Infectious Disease in Immigrant Communities in Allegheny County 

November 7, 3-4:30PM 

The Global Switchboard, 305 34th St. 

 

Meeting Notes 

Allies for Health + Wellbeing--Alicia Romano (aromano@alliespgh.org) 
- Test in house and test in community 

- 9-5, Sundays as well 

- Provide HIV education, support (counseling), and treatment 

- Educational program in schools  

- Problem: individuals with low English proficiency (LEP’s) are usually walk ins, which makes 

having interpretation difficult 

- Suggestion: having an online scheduling system for LEPs so interpreters can be 

scheduled and available  

 

ACHD STD Clinic--Belinda Berry (Belinda.Berry@alleghenycounty.us) 
- Education outreach  

- Looking for partners to work with to do outreach and education 

- GIS mapping to see where needs are the most 

- Clinic Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30 except Wed. when open later 12:30-7:30 

- Bv, trichomoniasis testing too as well as HIV and typical tests 

- When someone has positive test, people work with them to figure out next steps 

 

ACHD TB Clinic--Zita Iwuoha (Zita.Iwuoha@alleghenycounty.us) 
- Walk in Mon, Tues, Fri 

- Hours: Mon-fri 8:30-4:30 

- Follow up with patients 

- If positive (mostly people born outside US) 

- Do chest x-rays 

- Get medication & education 

- 6-9 months max. 

- All free 

- Quantiferon test: free for all immigrants (usually $400 from doctor) 

- Bcg (given overseas) is mandatory overseas - prevents meningitis, but does not prevent the 

contraction of TB; and BCG expires in 10 years.  

- If the TB test is positive, then there may have been an exposure to TB at some point 

- Contact Zita (412 578 7901) if you want a TB toolkit to educate clients and others 
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ACHD Immunization Clinic--Renee Miller (l.renee.miller@alleghenycounty.us) 
- Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, 9-4 

- Free immunizations for those without insurance and those with medicaid, including children and 

adults 

- Serve a large population of immigrant, kids, and those traveling  

- If someone has insurance (UPMC, Aetna, etc) -- don’t bill, so the patient has to pay and get 

reimbursed by insurance 

- People who qualify for grant immunizations (those without insurance)  

- Covered VSC program 

- Grant funding 317 for adults 19 and over (HPV, tetanus, diphtheria, etc) 

- ISO insurance (those coming from overseas) - ISO people are covered for doctor but not 

immunizations. They are “underinsured”  

- Can’t get immunizations with them but will give referrals to where need to go 

- Clinic uses language line 

- Patients have to provide a form of identification, but they’re not asked about citizenship 

- Set up plan ahead of time for how to get insurance or with pediatrician 

- Vaccine Information Sheets -- required to give before vaccines are given. (Info sheets are 

available in 26 languages) 

- Spanish, Russian, French, etc  

- Patients are asked for their primary languages before treatment is given so they know which 

language to have interpretation for 

- Once treated, you don’t get treated again 

- Trying to do more outreach where they come to you to do vaccines 

- If you have interest where there is a time when lots of people come, and makes sense 

for them to come to you let them know 

- Get in touch if interested, they want to reach people! 

 

 

Feedback For Future Meetings 

 

● Current format is good 

○ County does a lot of work, people work with them regularly -- learning about how they 

use different things (google translate, phone line) is useful to understand processes in 

place 

■ These meetings could be good opportunity for organizations to present on the 

services they provide, for example, ISAC could do training on language access 

for the County 

■ Kids are often used as interpreters and that is not okay, so making sure agencies 

coming to meetings understand the importance / cultural implications of what 

they do 

○ Do training with cultural competency 
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● It would be good to have a follow up: are things improving? E.g. housing, lead testing, etc  

○ Has there been improvement on these things, what can we still be doing 

● Would it be good to structure these meetings for community members? 

○ Interesting but hard to get people from immigrant community to come (for example, in 

Northview Heights we might get the  Somali Bantu, but nobody else) 

■ Mayor’s office has this problem. Getting service providers together alleviates 

this issue. 

■ Transportation & childcare are always issues for community 

■ TB Clinic - would be good to do different spots each month (different 

communities each month). Host meetings in communities but would have to 

hold multiple meetings 

○ Maybe have community leaders attend (not get community itself) 

○ If goal is to get community leaders to attend, in addition to emails, call them personally. 

If they can’t come, have them send someone else from the community.  

○ Agencies want feedback on if there’s been progress (from community) 

○ How do we measure progress 

● What is the goal of the meeting? 

○ Depending on purpose of meeting can invite community leaders, etc.  

● Annual report on what was discussed in previous meetings 

○ With feedback and what has changed and show community needs and concerns have 

been addressed  

● Future Topics:  

○ Mental Health 

○ Reproductive Health 

○ Behavioral Health 

○ Parenting and work life balance 

○ Preventive care 

○ Healthcare literacy 

 

 


